
From:                                         Robert
Rose
Sent:                                           Friday,
10 April 2026 3:11 pm
To:                                               Chelsea
Kenny; Frances Walsh
Cc:                                               Anastasia
Boniface; Wendy Thompson
Subject:                                     RE:
Pukepuke Lagoon is dry - site visit HRC, DOC, Iwi including compliance members
 
Tēnā
kōrua, Chelsea and Frances
 
I
am glad Anastasia and I managed to time our site visit to coincide with the
joint inspection. As discussed it was evident
that no additional drainage had
occurred and the dry conditions are most likely linked to a low groundwater
table.
 
Since
the site visit, I have reached out to the neighbouring farmers, and they have
confirmed that the Lagoon has
regularly dried up over the last ten years. They
did however state that there is normally a small amount of water remaining
in
the lagoon which is not the case now. The difference between a small volume of
water remaining like last year and the
lagoon being 100% dry is one or two
weeks. Therefore, while the lagoon did not dry out to the same extent last year
it was
not far off.
 
Manawatu
District Council are of the opinion that to move forward a collective approach
is required. While discussions
around the cause of the low groundwater table
will ultimately occur, I think initial conversations should be centred around
how can we prevent a reoccurrence of this situation.
 
Apparently
approximately 20 years ago, part of the lagoon used to be dredged to ensure
that a part of the bed would
remain below the groundwater table. Ultimately
this is probably the only way to prevent a similar event from reoccurring in
the future. Due to the cultural significance of the site,
this
form of intervention may not be deemed appropriate. Notwithstanding this, I
would be keen to have this as an option
that we discuss as part of the wider
group.
 
I
am happy to go back out to the site next week and dig a hole by hand to
determine the current depth of the groundwater
table. After the conversations
at the end of the site visit it would be prudent to get cultural approval prior
to any
investigation of this nature.
 
Ngā
mihi
 
 
Robert Rose
Senior
Environmental Advisor
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This message
may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the use
of the addressee(s) named above.
If you are not
an intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any use,
dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this message
is prohibited.
If you have
received this message in error please notify the sender immediately and erase
all copies of the message and attachments.
Any views
expressed in this message are those of the individual sender and may not
necessarily reflect the views of Manawatū District Council.
 
From: Chelsea Kenny <chkenny@doc.govt.nz> 


Sent: Friday, 10 April 2026 2:14 pm

To: Robert Rose <Robert.Rose@mdc.govt.nz>


Cc: Andrew van Bussel <Andrew.VanBussel@mdc.govt.nz>

Subject: Pukepuke Lagoon is dry - site visit HRC, DOC, Iwi including
compliance members

 
CAUTION: This
email originated from outside of MDC's network. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you know the content is safe. If in
doubt contact the MDC IT
Team!

 
Kia
ora Rob,
 
Just
letting you know that there will be a site visit tomorrow with HRC, DOC and Iwi
regarding the dry lake at Pukepuke
with numerous number dead fish. If you think
it’s relevant, your than welcome to attend – 9am at Pukepuke Lagoon,
Friday 9th
of April (attached invite). Further context is within the email chain.
 
Cheers,
 
Chelsea Kenny


Project Lead, Community - Kaitiaki, Ao Hāpori 

https://www.mdc.govt.nz/






 
Please let me know
if you have any questions.
 
Ngā mihi,
 
Chelsea Kenny


Project Lead, Community - Kaitiaki, Ao Hāpori 

Department of Conservation—Te Papa Atawhai

M:0272396862

 

 
 
From: Caitlin Wheeler <Caitlin.Wheeler@horizons.govt.nz> 


Sent: Thursday, 9 April 2026 2:02 pm

To: Demelza Low <dlow@doc.govt.nz>


Subject: Pukepuke Lagoon is dry
 
Hi Demelza, 
 
Thanks for the call. As a summary,
this morning our Hydrology team visited Pukepuke Lagoon and reported it
is dry with a large amount of fish dead. I've included links for their
photos and videos in this email. Currently
we're unsure whether this is a
continuation of the low dune lake levels we've seen this past summer and
currently see in other lakes in the region, or if the weir was tampered
with. 
 
https://www.icloud.com/photos/#/icloudlinks/0bcM6g5_NEhjOV-jQs3czA9SQ/
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We'd like to suggest a visit to
the lagoon tomorrow with DOC and HRC staff, including a Compliance member to
check the weir/drain and our Biomonitoring team to identify and roughly count
the dead fish. Could DOC please
contact mana whenua and see if they want to
come and assist or collect the dead eels? We also wonder if DOC
and iwi would
be interested in collecting eels for otolith studies. This activity isn't
covered under our sampling
permit for Pukepuke Lagoon so we'd need
agreement. 
 
I'm also keen to discuss if in
future we could assist DOC and iwi in relocating eels or native fish if there
are
situations where these shallow dune lake levels are very low and considered
at risk of drying. We've assisted
recoveries before, and can help support the
manpower required.
 
Cheers,
 
Caitlin Wheeler
Scientist – Lakes and Estuaries | Mātanga Pūtaiao – Te
Pūahatanga o Te Tūrua
021 2277 291 | 0508 800 800
 
This email is covered by the disclaimers which can be found
here: https://www.horizons.govt.nz/about-our-
region-and-council/terms-conditions

Caution
- This message and accompanying data may contain information that is
confidential or subject to legal
privilege. If you are not the intended
recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or copying
of
this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error,
please notify us immediately and erase all
copies of the message and
attachments. We apologise for the inconvenience. Thank you.
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